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Sojourning Solution

When the time came to sell their condo in Florida and find a place closer 10 ther growing family,
homeowners Frank and Lori Mercede knew that Charleston was the place for them

their eldest duughter
and new grandson resid-
ing in Mt Pleassnt, plus

ancther daughter attending school at
the College of Charleston this fall, it
was an easy decision for Frank and Lori
Mercede to purchase a second home in
Charleston in exchangs for selling their
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vacation condo in Florida However,
the daunting task of finding & home
suitable for their youngest danghter.
who has special physical needs, soom
turned into a near-hopeless task. “Not
one home in the whole Charleston area
fit our needs, much less our daugh
ter's” Frank says of the house hunt

The couple was disheartened since the
thought of building & custom, wheel-
chair accessible home sesmed out
of the question as well. “Building an
ADA-compliant home is evon more ex-
pensive than building a regular one”
Lari explains. To avercome this hurdle,
their realtor and the crew st Sea Idland

fabove fef) Lot chose a mix of nstic and cosstal dbcor, Tke the lighting over the table and the white shiplap walls, to complete ber chic
itchen. (160 7ight) The moter over the bad follows a track Irto Bhe battvoom to give Frask and Low's daughoer independerce. (Botfom fight A
wide second-steey porch offers lots of space for relaxing after & lang day b the sun and a grest view of the bacal fallage.

Builders banded together for 4 solu-
tion—build & beautifiul. ADA-compli-
ant home and offset the cast by rent-
g it 0 SETAmMETtime VacationeTs.

The house has an elevated founda-
tion with a large, custom elevator
for the familys particular needs.
Because the couple wis building
an ADA-comspliant home, a few el-
ements were necestary in the de-
wign. For example, Frank had a rail
inatalled, which rung from the cwil-

irg over his daughter's bed o her
attached bathroom so that she can
move from one place to the other on
har own, In order to accommeodate
the rail, the bullding team adjusted
the door height and added moulding
around the wall and ceiling joints,
leaving room for the rall to travel
amoothly i ith

and the team at Sea laland Bullders
were 80 helpful” Lort declares. “Not
only because they stayed in constant
contact with us, regardiess of where
we were (whether traveling or vis-
iting the comstruction =ite when
we were in town), but aleo because
they considered all the details that a

Frank and Lori ware alio building
their home while out of town, s
communicstion was vital “Jason

might not think about”
The Sea lsland Builders team, for
example, suggested that the eleva-
tor should be placed directly beside
their daughter's bedroom. “The ADA

features took a bit of extrs planning and
attentive installation, but it was move
than worth the effort.” notes Jason,

As a family owned and operated design-
build company, Ses laland Builders
pays special attention to any problems
that might arise within the process of
building & home, So from start to fin-
ish, the team's goal s to overlay all of
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fabewe feft) Lort wanted & special place to srwind at the end of the day, 5o for the master bath,
sha chose 3 ight the and a spackoss bathtub. (deve right) A coct backyand pool creates & fum
nd relaxing space for the Mercedes’ whole extended family to spend time tog:

T, 85 they

often do. (#15e) jasan Fowler of Ses ksland Bulders with Momeewners Lorl and Frank Mercede

the structural and architectural plans
(especially for an  ADA-compliant
home) to make sure everything goes
smoothly. “Jazon beat our budget and
the team completed everything ahead
of schedule, which we learned was a big
deal, comsmdering Charleston’s unpre-
dictable woather” Frank clartfies. Lori
adds, “And its such a lovely spot, we
never really want to leave.” ¢
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